SOWK 520 – Example Rubrics
Theoretical Discussion Paper (CSWE EPAS Competencies 2 & 6): 40 Points
Description:
You are going to be provided with a choice of case studies. The cases involve multigenerational families and issues of diversity. Choose one case and prepare an 8-10 page paper (including reference page) in which you discuss the case study from Lifespan/ Developmental Theory as well as two other theories discussed in this course including: systems, psychodynamic, behavioral, cognitive, role, conflict, humanistic, exchange, symbolic interactionism, etc. 
Each Theory Should
· Begin with a discussion of each theory by discussing its basic tenets (i.e., principles), assumptions and concepts. 
· Describe how the case study could be understood and interpreted through the lens of each theoretical perspective and how a social worker might intervene by using this perspective
· Provide a critique of the theory by noting its limitations in addressing the issues involved in the case
· Include a reference page in APA style
Sources
In seeking sources, see suggested library databases and journals listed in the syllabus as well as the WVU Libraries resource page for HBSE. You are expected to obtain (retrieve from library, download, etc) all sources included in your reference list. Also see and follow the document, Guidelines for Submitting Papers.
Theoretical Discussion Paper Rubric
	Criteria
	Points

	Extent to which each specific component of the assignment is addressed.
	10 Points

	Appropriate use of references to support ideas and perspectives presented; including APA style.
	10 Points

	Demonstration of analytic and critical thinking
	10 Points

	Quality of writing, including spelling, grammar, organization, and clarity
	10 Points





Community Assessment Group Presentation or Individual Paper (CSWE EPAS Competencies 2 & 6): 40 Points
Description:
Students form groups early in the semester to complete a community assessment. Presentations of this completed work are given at the end of the semester. The community chosen must be a geographic community. In choosing a community, focus on one or more of the following: rural areas, ethnic populations, vulnerable or underserved populations and communities. The assessments include the following components: a community observation, analysis of census materials, interviews with key informants, summary analysis (including assets and needs), and “giving something back.” See assignment handout for specific guidelines for the community profile assignment. The presentation must be professional in delivery and each group must make use of Powerpoint slides or other presentation software. Photographs or video of the community must also be included in the presentation. Students must also use photomapping as part of the summary analysis. This assignment is worth 35 points and group members receive one grade for the presentation. Students will also submit parts of the assignment during the course of the semester for instructor feedback. Classmates as well as the instructor provide feedback on the presentation.
Community Assessment Group Presentation or Individual Paper Rubrics
Each individual is expected to provide anonymous and constructive feedback on the presentations of their peers. Evaluations count for 5 points total. Students should not complete evaluations for presentations in which they are involved or presentations they did not attend. The assignment can also be completed individually as a paper. A presentation is not required for those choosing to do a paper. The paper should include all aspects of the assignment and is due on the first day of scheduled presentations. Persons choosing this option must also attend and complete evaluations for the presentations. 
Group Presentation Rubric
	Criteria
	Points

	Knowledge of the community and its issues.
	10 Points

	Ability to answer the assignment questions.
	10 Points

	Quality of the presentation, including clarity, organization, style, and creativity.
	10 Points

	Professionalism and group use of time and ability to work as a group.
	5 Points

	Peer Evaluations
	5 Points


Paper Rubric
	Criteria
	Points

	Knowledge of the community and its issues.
	10 Points

	Ability to answer the assignment questions.
	10 Points

	Quality of the paper, including clarity, spelling and grammar, organization, and style.
	15 Points

	Peer Evaluations
	5 Points



